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By Kathleen Donnelly
The Surveyor

Anyone who owns livestock knows 
about the piles, stacks or bunches 
of baling twine taking up space. No 
matter the size of the operation, most 
baling twine ends up in the garbage 
and makes its way into the landfills. 
Eventually the twine creates prob-
lems with domestic and wild animals, 

usually from an animal ingesting the 
twine. University of Montana research 
has shown 10 percent of osprey chicks 
will die from ingesting twine. Some 
landowners burn the twine, but due 
to the content of polypropylene, the 
fumes are toxic. 

Laura Tyler, a district conserva-
tion technician for the Fort Collins 
Conservation District, learned about 

a solution to the prob-
lem — recycling the 
baling twine. Thanks 
to a company called 
Bridon Cordage, baling 
twine that is 92 percent 
clean can be recycled 
into fresh rolls ready for 
use during hay season. 
Tyler has enlisted the 
help of her co-worker 
Clint Hinebaugh and 
the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
Earth Team Volunteer 
Logan Tweardy to help 
create a twine recycling 
program.

“We are currently 
applying for some grant 
funding to help us 
expand this program to 

many businesses and dairies, livestock 
feedlots and auctions,” said Tyler. “We 
want to make it easy for landowners to 
recycle their twine. Our biggest need 
or problem right now is where to store 
the twine and the transportation of the 
twine to Bridon Cordage in Minnesota. 
Down the road I would love to see this 
program expand to the point that all 
feed stores have drop-off bins so when 
you pick up your feed, you can recycle 
your baling twine.”

Tyler has started some trial drop-off 
points with the help of local Northern 
Colorado businesses. Currently, the 
Ace Hardware in Wellington is one 
drop-off point. Jax Farm and Ranch in 
Fort Collins is the other spot accepting 
baling twine. The twine can be in bales 
or loose, but should not be tangled, 
braided or knotted.

“The Ace in Wellington worked well 
because we had the storage to keep the 
twine until we could have a full semi-
truck load,” said Tyler. “They were 
great to help us get started and figure 
out what we needed. Jax called not 
long after, but they may not have the 
storage ,which is true for so many busi-
nesses, so I’ve been waiting to expand 
the program until we see if our grant 
comes through. Then we will have the 

funding to look for containers to store 
the twine and a collection sight with 
storage. This is really exciting because 
everyone involved is enthusiastic about 
helping with this program.”

Tyler is working hard to help the 
program grow and develop. She has 
been in touch with a trucker in Fort 
Morgan who has a storage yard and 
can transport the twine to Bridon 
Cordage. Bridon Cordage is also willing 
to send a semi-truck to pick up twine.

“We have some details to work out, 
but there are so many possibilities with 
this program and the company,” said 
Tyler. “For example, I found out that 
a 4-H club in Durango raised around 
$4,000 for their club gathering twine. 
Bridon Cordage sent a truck and paid 
for the twine, so this could be a great 
fundraiser for clubs. There are many 
possibilities and routes to go, so I’m 
looking forward to seeing this program 
progress.”

For more information, contact Tyler 
at laura@ftcollinscd.org or Clint Hine-
baugh at clint@ftcollinscd.org. Both 
Tyler and Hinebaugh may be contacted 
via phone at 970-221-0611. For more 
information on Bridon Cordage visit 
www.bridoncordage.com.
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Clint Hinebaugh sorts the twine and sorts it into totes.


